INTRODUCTION.

I
The present work is a collection of twenty-one papers

which were read in the monthly meetings of the Asiatic Society
of Bengal in the course of two years or so. These papers,
originally without any arrangement, are now published together,
and are arranged according to the subject matter,

The numerous deities invoked in the hymns of the Rigveda
comprise celestial, atmospheric, and terrestrial objects of various
forms. Even common articles of daily use and various abstract
matters (as mind, soul, etc.} have been personified as deities.
In this present series of articles, we are concerned only
with deities whose physical nature can be interpreted from the
astronomical and meteorological points of view.